with all funding provided by Google Inc. The news made the global rounds in record time, bringing worldwide visibility to the award and the Association. Long recognized as the equivalent to the Nobel Prize for computer science, ACM's Turing Award now carries the financial clout to stand on the same playing field with the most esteemed scientific and cultural prizes honoring game changers whose contributions have transformed the world.
This really is an extraordinary time to be part of the world's largest educational and scientific society in computing. Membership is at a record high for the 12 th consecutive year, ACM continues to expand its global reach thanks to our thriving hubs in Europe, India, and China, and ACM's position at the forefront of computer science education has never been more prominent than it is today. This year marked the stellar debut of the Heidelberg Laureate Forum, which brought together 200 students with 40 international recipients of the most prestigious awards in computer science and mathematics. I was honored to be a participant in this inaugural event; I found it an inspirational gathering of innovators and understudies who will be the next award recipients.
This year also marked the publication of highly anticipated ACM-IEEE-
CS collaboration Computer Science Curricula 2013 and the acclaimed Rebooting the Pathway to Success: Preparing Students for Computer Workforce Needs in the United
States, an exhaustive report from ACM's Education Policy Committee that focused on IT workforce needs at the U.S. state and national levels as well as the educational pathways to meet those needs.
As you read the following pages you will discover a year filled with ambitious initiatives and new services designed to increase the professional value of your ACM membership, wherever you may be in the world. Yet with all these achievements, ACM remains a work in progress and there is still much work to do. Issues of open access and digital library sustainability remain high priorities for ACM's leadership. Extending ACM's global influence and visibility even further will always be of utmost importance.
The coming year will see new opportunities and new challenges and ACM is ready to take on both with great determination. As always, we will look to our dedicated volunteers, members, and industry partnerships to help guide us. ACM's future is a journey we take together, and has been my great pleasure to serve as your president for this part of the trip. ACM Europe and Informatics Europe continued the work they began last year with their report "Informatics Education-Europe Cannot Afford to Miss the Boat," which highlights the need for increased investment in CS education for Europe to remain competitive in a global technology area. The group, newly named Committee on European Education, plans to supplement this report by mapping out informatics education both for curricula and for teaching methodologies across Europe.
ACM India established an Education Board with the goal of increasing knowledge and interest in computing throughout the nation's school system, improve teaching methods and content in engineering colleges, and encourage the use of online material for learning about computing.
Professional Development
The Practitioners Board and Professional Development Committee (PDC) directed many new products and initiatives designed for computing professionals and managers.
In FY14, ACM PDC continued the successful webinar series with consistent monthly webcasts, tighter integration with SIGs, and a more diverse set of topics. The committee added 13 webinars in FY14. Among the featured topics: IPv6 security, Intro to WebGL, Ruby for the Nuby, Hadoop/Big Data, and MOOCs.
For the fourth consecutive year, ACM Queue, the online practitioner's magazine spirited by the Practitioner Board, surpassed the million-pageview threshold, with 1,158,741 pages viewed over the last 12 months.
Public Policy
ACM's U.S. Public Policy Council (US-ACM) made significant progress this year in delivering on its mission to educate and inform policy leaders, ACM members, the computing community, and the public about U.S. policy issues related to IT and computing.
One of USACM's major projects this year was the establishment of the ACM Merit Award in Public Policy to honor efforts by individuals or groups that exhibit excellence in computing policy engagement. The ACM Awards committee approved USACM's proposal for this new policy award last May, with the agreement the award will be given every other year, beginning in 2016.
USACM also participated in several multistakeholder partnerships to help educate and raise awareness of technology issues among legislators and the public at large. The ACM Student Research Competition (SRC), sponsored by Microsoft Research, continues to offer a unique forum for undergraduate and graduate students to present their original research at well-known ACMsponsored and co-sponsored conferences before a panel of judges and attendees. This year's SRC saw graduate and undergraduate winners compete against more than 215 participants in contests held at 17 ACM conferences.
The ACM-W Scholarship program further enhanced its support for women undergraduate and graduate students in CS and related programs. The committee awarded over 40 student scholarships in FY14 to students to attend research conferences around the world.
Internationalization
Representatives from government, industry, and academia considered Europe's future global competitiveness in research and innovation at a special open session at the ACM Europe Council meeting last March. The panel explored "The Future of Computer Science Research in Europe," particularly some of the weaknesses in the Horizon 2020 research program, for which the EU has invested nearly 80 billion euros. The meeting proved a unique opportunity to address the funding, educational, and research issues facing CS research in Europe.
ACM Europe also steered several activities to raise the visibility of ACM's mission and value throughout Europe. The Council of European Chapter Leaders (CECL) was created last year to promote networking between chapter leaders and to help grow more sustainable chapters. ACM Europe has been working tirelessly to increase the number of ACM conferences in Europe. They also further strengthened their collaboration with Informatics Europe to share resources and organizational insights.
ACM-W Europe held its first event at Manchester University last March. womENcourage Celebration of Women in Computing brought students, career researchers and practitioners to present, share, and celebrate their technical accomplishments and experiences working and studying computing.
The ACM China Council was reformulated this year; its new agenda focuses on growing the number of chapters, launching student chapters, starting new China-wide awards, bringing more conferences to China, and engaging in education work, particularly the translation of CS2013 to Chinese. In FY14, the number of chapters in China grew 77%.
ACM India is now in full operation as a separate legal entity. The Research Board of ACM India continues to develop; a highlight of its efforts included a major faculty summit organized by ACM India and MSR India In FY14, the number of chapters in India grew 16%.
A series was organized by ACM-W India jointly with Madras Management Association. The talks were intended for company executives, professionals, administrators, consultants, and students. Of special interest was the first-of-its-kind CODhER Hackathon to promote participation among women in technical events.
Electronic Community
ACM's e-Rights transfer application system completed its first full year of operations. This comprehensive system gives authors new options for managing rights and permissions. The system, used by all ACM journals, proceedings, and magazines, completely automates the rights transfer process.
Statistics prove that more and more readers are accessing ACM's magazines via mobile devices. Communications of the ACM, ACM Inroads, XRDS, and Interactions are accessible as easy-to-use mobile apps for iPhones, iPads, and Android devices. These downloadable apps enable members to access their favorite ACM magazines in a new way.
ACM-W debuted a new website designed to act as an international hub for all of the council's events, announcements, programs, and online services. The site also introduced a digital version of thepopular ACM-W Connections newsletter.
ACM SIGs across the board continue to strengthen their online presence to build global awareness as well as incorporate social media into their operation at every opportunity. SIGHPC hosted two webinars during the year that broke all previous ACM records for participation. The SIG also chartered the first ACM "virtual chapter," which focuses on education. 
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